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may not accept all of its conclusions. This aspect of the operation of 
the Wisconsin laws is confirmed by the record of court reviews of the 
commission's decisions. Not a freight rate has been reversed. Of 2511 
formal orders of the commission, fifty appeals have been taken, but in 
only thirty were the appeals perfected. In two cases the commission 
was reversed, and in two other friendly suits to secure a judicial inter- 
pretation of sections of the law the commission was overruled. 

In conclusion, the author believes that, while state regulation may 
not have fulfilled the iridescent dreams of many, it has been a success. 
The financial savings as the result of lower rates and better service are 
estimated at $3,350,900 annually, at an average cost of less than $100,000 
a year. In Mr. Holmes opinion, with the developments of the future, 
state regulation of public utilities should be strengthened rather than 
curtailed. 

The volume is a valuable contribution to an important subject. But 
it is not the final word on the subject of state regulation of public utili- 
ties. Limited to a study of the Wisconsin commission, it does not 
consider some of the problems which have been presented in other 
States, where the personnel and methods of the state commissions have 
been more open to criticism. Moreover, while the discussion given pre- 
sents points and arguments which need to be faced by those who have 
attacked the Wisconsin commission, the author has not squarely met 
and answered some of the specific criticisms which have been made by 
those who advocate municipal rather than state regulation. 

From the viewpoint of literary style, the book is not easy reading. 
It deals with a complicated subject in a way which will be of service 
to the serious student. It is not a popular essay for the general reader. 

John A. Fairlie. 

Pathological Lying, Accusation and Swindling. By William 
Healy and Maky Tenney Healy. Criminal Science mono- 
graphs No. 1 : Supplement to the Journal of the American In- 
stitute of Criminal Law and Criminology. (Boston: Little, 
Brown and Co. 1915. Pp. 286.) 

This book is a collection of material drawn from the study of cases 
of a type with which the juvenile courts are frequently concerned, and 
is apparently intended to interest "lawyers and other students of 
criminalistics." 

The authors define pathological lying as "Falsification entirely dis- 
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proportionate to any discernible end in view, engaged in by a person 
who, at the time of observation, cannot definitely be declared insane, 
feebleminded or epileptic:" and pathological accusation as "False 
accusation indulged in apart from any obvious purpose." Swindling is 
included in the discussion because of the "natural evolution of this 
type of conduct from pathological lying" — a striking comment on the 
alleged lack of purpose in the lying and accusation. 

Following a survey of the literature (principally foreign) on pseu- 
dologia phantastica (the complicated lying of pathological subjects), 
are the more or less detailed histories of twenty-seven cases, mostly 
young females. In the conclusions from the study of these cases, little 
if any light is thrown on them. The more important indications are: 
that on the average, the nineteen pathological liars who are considered 
by the authors as "mentally normal" make a poorer record on the 
laboratory "testimony" test than other "mentally normal offenders;" 
and that the heredity and the physical conditions of development, as 
well as the mental training, of these delinquents, were bad. The au- 
thors show a singular vacillation between the tendencies to emphasize 
the principle that "The person who is seemingly normal in all other 
respects may be a pathological liar" and the contrasting principle that 
"pathological lying is very rarely the single offense of the pathological 
liar." 

In the foreign literature reported, the lying appears as a consequence 
or symptom of various pathological conditions, ranging from epilepsy 
and hysteria to less definite disorders. In most of the Healys' cases, 
the causes which underlie the pseudologia are clearly suggested to the 
reader. Sex plays a large part: sexual delinquency, precocious sex ex- 
perience, and masturbation being characteristic of most of the cases, 
and unsatisfied sex longings strongly indicated as the source of the mo- 
tives in several. The importance of early training in lying, which has 
especial bearing on the sexual lying of girls; and the fundamentally 
purposive nature of lying, are strikingly illustrated in nearly all of the 
cases presented. The "pathological lying" in these cases is curiously 
similar to the performances of the common variety of liars of whom 
the Hebrew king complained. 

The predominance of girls among the pathological liars seems to the 
authors to confirm the old statement that girls have a greater natural 
tendency to lie than do boys. Rather does it point to the fact that 
parents and society are more lenient towards male delinquents of the 
sexual type than towards female delinquents of the same type, and 
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hence more female than male cases will be brought before the investi- 
gators. 

As a source from which to draw comparative material, especially for 
the study of the development and pathology of purposes, the Healys' 
book will doubtless be ultimately of value. 

Knight Dtjnlap. 

Principles of Labor Legislation. By John R. Commons and 
John B. Andrews. (New York: Harper and Brothers. 1916. 
Pp. 524. $2.) 

The body of this book consists of an excellent analytical presentation 
of the salient points in existing labor law and in proposed legislation in 
fields as yet not adequately occupied in the United States. This is 
leavened by an exposition of the economic and legal reasoning under- 
lying the actual or proposed legislation and by criticisms of and pro- 
posals for changes in the methods of drafting and enforcing labor laws. 
The book is intended for college students and the general reader. 

Each field of labor legislation, from regulation of time of payment to 
compulsory insurance against unemployment, is taken up in turn, and 
this topical treatment occupies seven of the nine chapters and a larger 
proportion of the pages. In each field the economic arguments for 
state action, and in some the constitutional points involved, are out- 
lined and the content of the laws enacted or proposed is there examined 
from the standpoint of its efficiency in meeting the particular problem 
presented. In one respect, that of court decisions as to the rights and 
disabilities of the parties in labor struggles, the authors go outside leg- 
islation in the narrow sense, and with good results. Viewed as a sum- 
mary of labor law the book is comprehensive and adequate, without 
going into wearisome detail, and as such will receive a hearty welcome. 

The treatment of the "principles" underlying labor legislation as a 
whole occupies but eleven pages. These come at the end of the first 
chapter, which is entitled "The Basis of Labor Law." In this chapter 
are outlined the constitutional limits within which labor law must 
stand, and the two principles of law and justice under which modern 
labor law qualifies, according to the authors, are those of public benefit 
and equal protection of the laws. The change in public and judicial 
opinion, with changing economic conditions, as to the desirability of 
public regulation of the labor contract and of redressing the inequality 
in the labor bargain by giving one side a handicap is strikingly and sug- 



